of U.S.S.R. whose indexes are themselves bibliographies of arctic research.
There are periodic lists appearing currently in Geographisches Jahrbucb, and Bibliographie Ge'ographique Internationale and in Polar Record. But the most recent bibliography of the Arctic as a whole is still Chavanne's Literatur uber die Polar-Regionen, published in Vienna in 1878. It was to resolve the present bibliographical anarchy that the Arctic Institute of North America promoted its Bibliography Project as fundamental to any productive program of Arctic research.
Planning and Direction
This Project was set up in June 1947, as a three-year program to produce a comprehensive bibliography of Arctic research publications. It has a Directing Committee of leading scientists and librarians of United States and Canada, in touch with current research programs of private and governmental agencies, several themselves with field experience in the North. The Committee determines policies in the preparation of the ' Bibliography and its members act in an advisory capacity to the Project staff in the various scientific fields represented in the literature. The staff comprises a Director, three research analysts, all experienced librarians, and three assistants a t the Project headquarters, also several contributing analysts. This staff includes specialists in the principal foreign languages, In subject matter the range is also wide, including geography, geology, geophysics, meteorology, oceanography, botany, zoology, anthropology, medicine, administration and government. The Project in fact, includes the various disciplines which are our avenues of approach to an understanding of the arctic world, its physical features, indigenous life, and its resources in terms of our civilization, and not least the discipline by which we may utilize these resources and adapt ourselves to the conditions of the Arctic.
Emphasis on Records of Explorers and Scientists
For a project so broad in scope the literature is obviously immense; in so limited a time some selection is necessary. The Directing Committee and Project Staff in consultation, decided to place primary emphasis on publications giving the explorers' and scientists' own record of their work in the area of interest, results of expeditions and investigations as produced by their members; then emphasis on government reports, then on discussions in publications of learned societies and scientific institutions devoted to arctic work, and so on. The Bibliography is designed to contain as much of the original records of arctic research and exploration as may be analysed and indexed in three years' time. This means the narratives of Bering, Mackenzie, Hearne, the Rosses, Parry, Back, John Rae, Nansen, Nordenskjold, Peary, Sverdrup, Amundsen, Stefansson, Rasmussen, Erichsen, the Kochs and hundreds of others whose names endure on the mapqand in the literature of the Arctic. This means indexing the scientific reports from hundreds of expeditions into all parts of our area; the Canadian Arctic Expedition 19 I 3-1 8 (88 separate papers), the Vega expedition (about 60 papers), the Koldeway expedition to East Greenland I 869-70 (about 40 papers), the Harriman Alaska expedition (about IOO papers), the Gjoa expedition; reports from the drift of the Fram, the Sedou, and the Russian North Pole ice-floe party in 1937; reports of the Thule expeditions to Greenland and northern Canada; the numerous Cambridge and Oxford University expeditions in the eastern and western Arctic; from the Wilkins, Ellsworth-Amundsen, Graf Zeppelin, the Aries, and the numerous Soviet flights in polar regions. It means also, reports from exploratory, patrol and survey work, more or less regularly carried on in Alaska, northern Canada, Greenland, and the northern U.S.S.R., by the agencies of the various governments.
The Bibliography is arranged by author with a subject-geographic index. Under each author is the list of his works. For each work appears the title, its date of publication, the number of pages, details of illustration and analysis of its content with the geographic localities specifically mentioned. Works in foreign languages are fully described in English. Each work has a note of the library from which the analyst examined it, usually in Washington, but occasionally of necessity elsewhere. The Bibliography is planned for publication in several volumes with a separate index volume (or volumes). Each book or paper analysed in the bibliography is indexed for its subject matter and for the general region in which the work was done. The entire area of interest is divided into seventy such regions and all (except theoretical) works appear under one or more of these regions. In the index the subject headings are subdivided for the general region, so that material on Ice conditions for example is indexed under:
Filing Source Material
Ice conditions -Baffin Bay -Barents Sea -Beaufort Sea -Bering Sea -Chukchi Sea and so on. Similarly works under regional headings are broken down for subject matter, so that material on Barents Sea for example is indexed under:
Barents 
